
The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026

10:00 AM
Honoring God’s Creation

Transfiguration window, located in the stairwell

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community; 

accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP

THE GATHERING HYMN  Fairest Lord Jesus Hymnal, #  383  

THE WORD OF GOD

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

The Officiant says Ps 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made.  

People Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The Officiant then says the Collect for Purity BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People Amen.
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THE SONG OF PRAISE  All things bright and beautiful Hymnal, #405 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, pg. 235
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Said together:

PRAYER FOR AN ELECTION BCP, pg. 822
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges:  
Guide the people of the United States in the election of officials and 
representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all 
may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE READINGS

READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 45:1-7

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped

to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him--
and the gates shall not be closed:

I will go before you and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze

and cut through the bars of iron,
I will give you the treasures of darkness

and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,

the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,

and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other;

besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,

so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.

I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 96:1-13 Cantate Domino BCP, pg. 725-6

1  Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
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just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People Thanks be to God.
Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 22:15-22
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON The Rev. Lu-Anne Conner

THE NICENE CREED BCP, pg. 358
Please rise in body or in spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, YEAR A

In the Name of Jesus, let us offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

For the desire to reflect God’s abundant treasures, freely giving for the mission of the 
Church in the world, our faithful commitment to the poor and those in need;  let us 
pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for missionaries who serve in foreign lands; may they proclaim the 
gospel message of hope to those who live in places of instability, and reveal to us at 
home their extraordinary faith and charity; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for those who serve in our government, especially those unseen 
workers who toil in federal and state offices, and who attend to the details of daily 
responsibilities; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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In thanksgiving for our Creator who formed the darkness and formed the light, 
leading us through both, so that we may be transformed into a holy people;  let us 
pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all the faithful departed, may they rest in peace through the mercy of God;  let us 
pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Continuing in the Holy Name of Jesus, let us add to these prayers.

In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for those who host and serve our guests at Third 
Tuesday this week and for all who come to be fed with lunch and fellowship.  May all 
who participate in Third Tuesday be blessed to be a blessing to each other and take 
your love out into the world with them.

We also pray for those whom we serve at Highlander Laundromat this week and those 
who serve them through Laundry Love.  May this ministry of being present and offering 
laundry supplies and quarters be a blessing of love and compassion to our neighbors.

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Trinity Episcopal Church in Kirksville and 
for Maria, their Interim Priest.

In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for St. Mary Virgin Parish in Ponce.

We pray for those on our prayer list:  Karen, Joey, John, Kathy, Kensie, Karen, 
Peggy, Papa, Virginia, Kathleen, Steve, Jerry, Toni, Megan & John, Dillon, Janet, 
Stephen, Sue, Mary, Ray, Desirée, Rachel, Carolyn, Carole, David, June, Jack, 
Hector, Jennifer, Rick, Pam, Diane, James, Patrick Elizabeth, Don, John, 
Derrick, Sarah, Matt, Tammy, Linda, Kathy, Dot, Sandy, Lisa, and Joan.

Are there others?
Silence may be kept

Altar flowers for today are given by the parish in honor of Jay Garcia, Jefferey Spivey, 
and Kaleb and Aiden Spivey-Garcia.
Adapted from Intercessions Year A: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2012 by Geralyn Wolf.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION EOW, pg. 56

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and people
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
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We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
People:   Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant: Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with your neighbor.

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY 

The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.

An offering plate will not be passed at this service.  You are invited to leave your gift in the offering 
plate in the Narthex on the Welcome Table as you depart today’s service.  We are grateful for your 
generous and ongoing support of the ministries of Transfiguration Church.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN  Here I am, Lord Renew  ,   #149  

The Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow (Old Hundredth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1 EOW, pg 57-59
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful,

to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing
and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ
and knit us into one body.

Through your Spirit you replenish us
and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we say:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.

You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,
abused one another,
and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
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Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your children,
that with all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

Then the following is said
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.  The Celebrant may add:  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist, or a blessing if preferred. 

Please note that you may drink directly from the chalice – we do not allow self-intinction.  If you do 
not wish to drink from the chalice you may simply return to your seat after receiving the bread. 

Please wait for the Usher to release the section where you are seated.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (while those present are coming forward to receive the bread, 
a leader addresses those who are watching the livestream feed)

Leader:   The Resurrected Christ has gathered us to feast at the Table of Remembrance, yet 
circumstances make it difficult for some to gather physically around Christ’s altar and 
receive Christ’s eucharistic body.  Wherever you are, you are offered God’s grace by 
spiritually receiving Christ in your heart.

Please pray with me (prayed by those who are watching the livestream feed)
In union, O Lord, 

with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, 
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. 

And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the love of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, 

both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER EOW, pg 69

Please rise in body or in spirit.  The Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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The Celebrant offers the Blessing

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
lead us to transform our lives and the Church
to listen to the voice of all creatures
that reflect God’s glory in creation.

And the blessing of God who created you, Jesus Christ who redeemed you, and the 
Holy Spirit who sanctifies you, be upon you, and upon those for whom you love and 
pray, now and always.  Amen.
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THE SENDING HYMN  On Christ the Solid Rock LEVAS, #99
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THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth into all creation, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia.

Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer (public domain) 
Enriching Our Worship I (used by permission),

and New Creation Liturgies (approved by Bishop Deon Johnson), 
https://newcreationliturgies.org/seasonofcreation/#_idTextAnchor010

The Invitation to and Prayer of Spiritual Communion takes its central meaning from the Order of Service for 
the Renewal of Baptism and Ordination Vows, and the Blessing of the Oils Service from March 30, 2021 by the 
dioceses of Kansas, Western Kansas, Missouri, West Missouri, the Central States Synod of the ELCA and Grace 

and Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
and is adapted by Rev. Dr. Marshall Crossnoe. 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion is as used by the Order of Julian of Norwich used by permission. 

Coloring art from our stained glass windows by Nicole Jones.
Clipart is in the public domain 

www.transfigurationchurch.org
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