
The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 2026

10:00 AM

Honoring God’s Creation

Transfiguration window, located in the stairwell

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community; 

accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP

THE GATHERING HYMN  Morning has broken Hymnal, #  8  

THE WORD OF GOD

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

The Officiant says Ps 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made.  

People Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The Officiant then says the Collect for Purity BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People Amen.
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THE SONG OF PRAISE  All things bright and beautiful Hymnal, #405 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, pg. 234
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers 
of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Said together:

PRAYER FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S CREATION BCP, pg. 827
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous 
order, its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living 
creatures:  Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come 
to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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The people may be seated.

THE READINGS

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 
shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, 
and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-8 Ad te, Domine, levavi BCP, pg. 614-5

1  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *

let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
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6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for 
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 21:23-32
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but 
he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON The Rev. Lu-Anne Conner

THE NICENE CREED BCP, pg. 358
Please rise in body or in spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, YEAR A

In turning to the ways of God our lives are saved from the grip of the Evil One, and the 
humility of love lightens our path. We offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”

For the grace to move from grumbling to shared responsibility, from accusation to a 
search for truth, from humiliation and shame to God’s compassion and mercy; let us 
pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That we may bear witness to the wonderful works of God, so that our children and the 
generations to come may walk in the path of faith and announce the mystery of faith 
through their lives; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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That we may bend the knee of our hearts to those who live in despair and great need, 
knowing that they are Christ to us, a gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with compassion, 
and transforms the way we live; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who work at night, staying awake while others sleep, guarding our streets, 
and healing the sick, that they may labor in safety and receive the rest that prepares 
them for another day; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For our President, his advisors, the members of Congress and the Supreme Court, that 
they may be honest and vigilant in their duties, knowing that their decisions affect the 
peoples of our land, and of the nations of the world; let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who have died and now reside on another shore and in a greater light, that 
their faith may inspire our own, and their generosity encourage the way in which we use 
our gifts; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us continue our prayers for all who live in the shadows of life, and those who have 
commended themselves for our remembrance.

In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for the youth who are in detention and the 
chaplains who minister to them.  May the chaplains of the Episcopal City Mission and 
the monthly birthday parties be means for these youth to experience your love and 
compassion. 

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for the people and ministry of Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Communion; for Brenda, their Rector; Chester, their Deacon; and 
Hope, the Rockwell House Campus Ministries Chaplain.

We pray for those on our prayer list:  Karen, Joey, John, Kathy, Kensie, Karen, 
Peggy, Papa, Virginia, Kathleen, Steve, Jerry, Toni, Megan & John, Dillon, 
Janet, Stephen, Sue, Mary, Ray, Desirée, Rachel, Carolyn, Carole, David, June, 
Jack, Hector, Jennifer, Jerri, Rick, Pam, Diane, James, Patrick Elizabeth, Don, 
John, Derrick, Sarah, Matt, Tammy, Ben, Linda, and Kathy.

Are there others?

Silence may be kept

Adapted from Intercessions Year A: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2012 by Geralyn Wolf.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION EOW, pg. 56

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.
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Silence may be kept.

Minister and people
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
People:   Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant: Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with your neighbor.

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY 

The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.

An offering plate will not be passed at this service.  You are invited to leave your gift in the offering 
plate in the Narthex on the Welcome Table as you depart today’s service.  We are grateful for your 
generous and ongoing support of the ministries of Transfiguration Church.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN  When I survey the wondrous cross Renew, #236
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THE DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow (Old Hundredth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1 EOW, pg 57-59

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful,

to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing
and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ
and knit us into one body.

Through your Spirit you replenish us
and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we say:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.

You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.
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But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,
abused one another,
and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your children,
that with all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

Then the following is said
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  The Celebrant may add:  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist, or a blessing if preferred. 

Please note that you may drink directly from the chalice – we do not allow self-intinction.  If you do 
not wish to drink from the chalice you may simply return to your seat after receiving the bread. 

Please wait for the Usher to release the section where you are seated.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (while those present are coming forward to receive the bread, 
a leader addresses those who are watching the livestream feed)

Leader:   The Resurrected Christ has gathered us to feast at the Table of Remembrance, yet 
circumstances make it difficult for some to gather physically around Christ’s altar and 
receive Christ’s eucharistic body.  Wherever you are, you are offered God’s grace by 
spiritually receiving Christ in your heart.

Please pray with me (prayed by those who are watching the livestream feed)
In union, O Lord, 

with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, 
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. 

And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the love of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, 

both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN  What a friend we have in Jesus LEVAS, #109
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER EOW, pg 69

Please rise in body or in spirit.  The Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Celebrant offers the Blessing

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
lead us to transform our lives and the Church
to listen to the voice of all creatures
that reflect God’s glory in creation.

And the blessing of God who created you, Jesus Christ who redeemed you, and the 
Holy Spirit who sanctifies you, be upon you, and upon those for whom you love and 
pray, now and always.  Amen.

SENDING HYMN  How great Thou art Renew  , #2  50  

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth into all creation, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 



14

Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer (public domain) 
Enriching Our Worship I (used by permission),

and New Creation Liturgies (approved by Bishop Deon Johnson), 
https://newcreationliturgies.org/seasonofcreation/#_idTextAnchor010

The Invitation to and Prayer of Spiritual Communion takes its central meaning from the Order of Service for 
the Renewal of Baptism and Ordination Vows, and the Blessing of the Oils Service from March 30, 2021 by the 
dioceses of Kansas, Western Kansas, Missouri, West Missouri, the Central States Synod of the ELCA and Grace 

and Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
and is adapted by Rev. Dr. Marshall Crossnoe. 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion is as used by the Order of Julian of Norwich used by permission. 

Coloring art from our stained glass windows by Nicole Jones.
Clipart is in the public domain 

www.transfigurationchurch.org

https://newcreationliturgies.org/seasonofcreation/#_idTextAnchor010

