
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2026

10:00 AM

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community;

accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world.
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP

Please rise in body or in spirit.

THE GATHERING HYMN  Come Thou fount of every blessing Hymnal, #686

THE WORD OF GOD

The Celebrant says EOW p. 50
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  

People Glory to God for ever and ever.
The Celebrant then says the Collect for Purity BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People Amen.

THE SONG OF PRAISE  Now Holy Spirit, Ever One Hymnal, #20
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, pg. 232-3
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy 
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.
The people may be seated.

THE READINGS

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 51:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,

you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,

and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father

and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,

but I blessed him and made him many.
For the LORD will comfort Zion;

he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,

her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,

thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,

and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,

and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,

my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;

the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.

Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
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for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;

but my salvation will be for ever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138 Confitebor tibi BCP, pg. 793

1  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *

because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *

and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *

you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *

when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *

that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *

he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
O Lord, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
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measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, 
and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
People Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 16:13-20
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.

After the Gospel the Celebrant says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON 

THE NICENE CREED EOW, pg. 53-4

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,

and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, 
YEAR A
Let us lift our voices in prayer, joining with the faithful throughout the world who offer 
their intercessions this day, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

Give your grace to those who care for children in foster homes, sustain them with 
patience, and encourage them to provide a family of love and respect; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open our eyes to behold your hand in the work of creation, that we may marvel at your 
intricate craftsmanship and tend the beauty that we behold; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Pour your knowledge into the minds of those who are returning to school in the next 
few weeks, and for those attending for the first time, reassure them of your loving 
presence; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant us the grace to honor the many gifts that you have given, not coveting what our 
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neighbor has received, but grateful for what you have entrusted to our care; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reveal yourself to every nation and people, that we may know you to be the Christ, the 
Messiah, the one who saves our souls from the pit of darkness, and who comes carrying
the lamp of charity that leads us to the divine life; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Give life to those in the tomb, opening the gates of heaven to all who desire eternal life;
let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us continue our prayers to God, who cares for the lowly and guards us in the midst 
of trouble.
In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for those whom we serve at Highlander 
Laundromat this week and those who serve them through Laundry Love.  May this 
ministry of being present and offering laundry supplies and quarters be a blessing of 
love and compassion to our neighbors.
In our Diocese of Missouri, we pray for the people and ministry of St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church in Carondelet / St. Louis; Jeff, their Interim Priest; and Diana, their Deacon.
In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for St. Luke the Evangelist Parish in 
Ponce.
In the Anglican Communion, we pray for The Church of the Province of West Africa.
We pray for those on our prayer list:  Karen, Joey, John, Maureen, Kathy, Kensie, 
Karen, Peggy, Papa, Virginia, Kathleen, Steve, Jerry, Toni, Megan & John, 
Dillon, Janet, Stephen, Sue, Mary, Ray, Desirée, Rachel, Carolyn, Carole, David, 
June, Jack, Hector, Jennifer, Jerri, Rick, Pam, Diane, James, Patrick Elizabeth, 
Don, John and Linda Rose.
Are there others?
We give thanks for birthdays:  Jack Taliaferro.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR TODAY WERE GIVEN BY JAN TRENDLEY IN MEMORY OF CHUCK TRENDLEY.
Adapted from Intercessions Year A: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2012 by Geralyn Wolf.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION EOW, pg. 56

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and people
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God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT PARISH LIFE

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY

The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.

An offering plate will not be passed at this service.  You are invited to leave your gift in the offering 
plate in the Narthex on the Welcome Table as you depart today’s service.  We are grateful for your 
generous and ongoing support of the ministries of Transfiguration Church.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN  Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary Renew  , #185  
Please rise in body or in spirit.

THE DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow Hymnal, #380
(verse 3)
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2 EOW, pg. 60-2

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
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To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, 
with all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

Then the following is said
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  The Celebrant may add:  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.
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All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist, or a blessing if preferred.

Please note that you may drink directly from the chalice – we do not allow self-intinction.  If you do 
not wish to drink from the chalice you may simply return to your seat after receiving the bread.

Please wait for the Usher to release the section where you are seated.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (while those present are coming forward to receive the bread, 
a leader addresses those who are watching the livestream feed)

Leader:   The Resurrected Christ has gathered us to feast at the Table of Remembrance, yet 
circumstances make it difficult for some to gather physically around Christ’s altar and 
receive Christ’s eucharistic body.  Wherever you are, you are offered God’s grace by 
spiritually receiving Christ in your heart.

Please pray with me (prayed by those who are watching the livestream feed)
In union, O Lord,

with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated,
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.

I present to you my soul and body
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you.

And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.

I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the love of my soul.
Let nothing ever separate you from me.
May I live in you, and may you live in me,

both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER EOW, pg 69

Please rise in body or in spirit.  The Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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The Celebrant offers the Blessing

THE BLESSING 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.

THE SENDING HYMN  Take my life and let it be Hymnal, #  707  

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia, 

alleluia
PEOPLE THANKS BE TO GOD.  ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA.

Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer (public domain)
and Enriching Our Worship I (used by permission)

Music is printed using RiteSong CPIRS29286

The Invitation to and Prayer of Spiritual Communion takes its central meaning from the Order of Service for the
Renewal of Baptism and Ordination Vows, and the Blessing of the Oils Service from March 30, 2021 by the

dioceses of Kansas, Western Kansas, Missouri, West Missouri, the Central States Synod of the ELCA and Grace
and Holy Trinity Cathedral,

and is adapted by Rev. Dr. Marshall Crossnoe.
The Prayer of Spiritual Communion is as used by the Order of Julian of Norwich used by permission.
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