
The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 7, 2025
8:00 & 10:00 AM

Honoring God’s Creation

Transfiguration window, located in the stairwell

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community; 

accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world.
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

10:00 am  THE GATHERING HYMN  When morning gilds the skies Hymnal, #427
THE WORD OF GOD

Please rise in body or in spirit.  The celebrant invites the people to a few moments of intentional 
breathing.

The Officiant says Ps 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made.  

People Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The Officiant then says the Collect for Purity BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People Amen.

8:00 am  Glory to God BCP, pg. 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us:
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
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10:00 am  THE SONG OF PRAISE  All things bright and beautiful Hymnal, #405 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, pg. 233

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, pg. 233
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 
who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S CREATION BCP, pg. 827
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous 
order, its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living 
creatures:  Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come 
to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The people may be seated.

THE READINGS

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set 
before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I 
declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life 
so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob." 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 Beatus vir qui non abiit BCP, pg. 585

1  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
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5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO PHILEMON 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 
yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old 
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, 
that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be 
of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred 
to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary 
and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 
while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a 
slave, a beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I say.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 14:25-33
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People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 
see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, 
he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON The Rev. Lu-Anne Conner

THE NICENE CREED BCP, pg. 358
Please rise in body or in spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, YEAR C

The cross of Christ brings life and liberty to those who walk in its way. In thanksgiving 
for this symbol of redemption, let us offer our prayers, responding to each petition by 
saying, “Help us choose life.”

Giver of justice, may the leaders of the nations delight in your law, finding new roads to 
peace and security throughout the world, and building trust between ancient enemies 
and places torn by civil war; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

Lover of the poor, help us to recognize our own poverty, that we may see ourselves in 
the homeless, the emotionally ill, seekers after false wealth, and those whose health is 
compromised; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

Jesus, head of the Church, may we feel the common bonds that link us one to another, 
not concealing our differences, but rejoicing in that which makes us one; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Help us choose life.

Christ our Savior, help us to see all the blessings you have bestowed upon us, so that 
with thanksgiving and integrity we may effectively proclaim our faith; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Help us choose life.
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Christ the worker, be with those who labor in difficult jobs, and show them the value 
of their work; sustain the confidence of those who are unemployed; and raise up 
fairness and honesty in those who employ others; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

God our creator, you formed us from the dust of the earth, and to dust we shall return; 
welcome into your eternal kingdom those who have died in the faith of your Son; Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

God of abundance, increase our generosity, so that our giving may reflect your 
bountiful gifts to the world; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

God of compassion, be with those in St. Louis affected by the May 16 tornado, that they 
may be renewed in spirit as they seek to rebuild their homes, their lives, and their 
livelihoods; and may all who labor with them be blessed and strengthened in their 
efforts; Lord in your mercy, 
Help us choose life.

May our hearts find refreshment in Christ, who calls us to be ever constant in the 
offering of our prayers.

In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for those who receive supplies through LINC.  
Bless us as we shop for shampoo this month and bless those who collect and transport 
these items.  May our offerings of shampoo this month be a blessing of love and 
compassion to our neighbors. 

We also pray for those whom we serve at King Laundry this week and those who serve 
them through Laundry Love.  May this ministry of being present and offering laundry 
supplies and quarters be a blessing of love and compassion to our neighbors.

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for the people and ministry of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in St. Charles and Canon Doris, their Interim Priest; Martin, their Assisting 
Priest; and Betty, their Deacon. 

In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for The Diocesan Franciscan Order.

We pray for those on our prayer list:  Karen, Joey, John, Maureen, Kathy, Kensie, 
Karen, Lorna, Peggy, Laura, Barb, Bill, Papa, Lisa, Virginia, Kathleen, Sarah, 
Lisa, Brad, Patrick Elizabeth, William, Steve, Jerry, Toni, Lisa, Megan & John,  
Dillon, Jeanette, Matthew, Teresa, Regina, Penny, Bob, Carolyn, and Ruth.

We give thanks for birthdays:  Mark Taliaferro; and anniversaries:  Rich & Kerry 
Quinlisk.

Altar flowers for this morning were given in memory of Janet Morris.
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Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Adapted from Intercessions Year C: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2012 by Geralyn Wolf.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION EOW, pg. 56

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and people
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
People:   Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant: Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with your neighbor.

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY

The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.

An offering plate will not be passed at this service.  You are invited to leave your gift in the offering 
plate in the Narthex on the Welcome Table as you depart today’s service.  We are grateful for your 
generous and ongoing support of the ministries of Transfiguration Church.

10:00 am THE OFFERTORY HYMN  Take   up your cross  Hymnal, #675

8:00 am
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord
People And of thine own have we given thee.

10:00 am The Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow (Old Hundredth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C BCP, pg. 369

Please rise in body or in spirit. The Celebrant says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you forever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and gave us hearts and 
minds to love and serve you. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
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Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open 
our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, BCP, pg. 364
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Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP, pg. 364

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

Then the following is said
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.   Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist, or a blessing if preferred. 

Please note that you may drink directly from the chalice – we do not allow self-intinction.  If you do 
not wish to drink from the chalice you may simply return to your seat after receiving the bread. 

Please wait for the Usher to release the section where you are seated.
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10:00 am Prayer of Spiritual Communion (while those present are coming forward to 
receive the bread, a leader addresses those who are watching the livestream feed)

Leader:   The Resurrected Christ has gathered us to feast at the Table of Remembrance, yet 
circumstances make it difficult for some to gather physically around Christ’s altar and 
receive Christ’s eucharistic body.  Wherever you are, you are offered God’s grace by 
spiritually receiving Christ in your heart.

Please pray with me (prayed by those who are watching the livestream feed)
In union, O Lord, 

with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, 
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. 

And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the love of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, 

both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER EOW, pg. 69

Please rise in body or in spirit.  The Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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The Celebrant offers the Blessing

THE BLESSING

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
lead us to transform our lives and the Church
to listen to the voice of all creatures
that reflect God’s glory in creation.

And the blessing of God who created you, Jesus Christ who redeemed you, and the 
Holy Spirit who sanctifies you, be upon you, and upon those for whom you love and 
pray, now and always.  Amen.

10:00 am SENDING HYMN  When Christ was lifted from the earth Hymnal, #603

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth into all creation, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Aleluia, 
Aleluia. 

People Thanks be to God.  Aleluia, Aleluia.

Anointing and Healing Prayer are offered at the altar immediately following the service.

All loose plate offering on the first Sunday of the month goes to the Rector's Discretionary Fund to 
help those in need.

Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer (public domain) 
Enriching Our Worship I (used by permission),

and New Creation Liturgies (approved by Bishop Deon Johnson), 
https://newcreationliturgies.org/seasonofcreation/#_idTextAnchor010

The Invitation to and Prayer of Spiritual Communion takes its central meaning from the Order of Service for 
the Renewal of Baptism and Ordination Vows, and the Blessing of the Oils Service from March 30, 2021 by the 
dioceses of Kansas, Western Kansas, Missouri, West Missouri, the Central States Synod of the ELCA and Grace 

and Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
and is adapted by Rev. Dr. Marshall Crossnoe. 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion is as used by the Order of Julian of Norwich used by permission. 

Coloring art from our stained glass windows by Nicole Jones.
Clipart is in the public domain 

www.transfigurationchurch.org

https://newcreationliturgies.org/seasonofcreation/#_idTextAnchor010

