Based upon An Order of Worship for the Evening (BCP 109-114)

An Order of Worship for Evenings between the Ascension and
Pentecost

The room is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

One of the following, or some other Short Lesson of Scripture appropriate to the occasion or to the
season, may then be read.

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice are like the great deep;
you save both man and beast, O LORD.
How priceless is your love, O God!
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house,
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
For with you is the well of life;
and in your light we see light. Psalm 36:5-9, BCP pg. 632

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other suitable
prayer, first saying

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who led your ancient people into freedom by a pillar of cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night: Grant that we who walk in the light of your presence may rejoice
in the liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient.

During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. The
following hymn, or a metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.

On feasts or other days of special significance, the Collect of the Day, or one proper to the season,

may precede the Blessing or Dismissal. On other days, either of the following, or one of the Collects
from Evening Prayer or from Compline, may be so used

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we
Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all  believe your only-begotten Son our Lord
heavens that he might fill all things: Jesus Christ to have ascended into
Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, heaven, so we may also in heart and mind
according to his promise, he abides with his there ascend, and with him continually
Church on earth, even to the end of the dwell; who lives and reigns with you and
ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever. Amen.
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. Amen.
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us. Amen.

The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. Amen.

The People respond Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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