The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
The First Sunday After the Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 10, 2021

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community;
accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ
in the world.

Rector’s welcome and announcements
Prelude

Toccata per L’elevazione

Girolamo Frescobaldi

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People:
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Celebrant then says the Collect for Purity
BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People
Amen.
The Gloria

BCP, pg. 356

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

BCP, pg. 214

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The people may be seated.
A Reading from Genesis

1:1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of
the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.
Reader
People
Psalm 29

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Afferte Domino

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
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7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.
A Reading from the Book of Acts

19:1-17

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke
in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand.
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Gospel Hymn

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

Hymn # 513
Text: Carl Daw
Music: Peter Cuts

The Gospel
Celebrant
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant says
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Lu-Anne Conner

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Presider Let us renew our commitment to Christ.
Silence is kept for a time.
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus
Christ?
People

I do.

Presider Do you believe in God the Father?
People

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Presider How will you connect to Christ in community?
People

With God's help I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.

Presider How will you resist evil and turn to Christ?

People

With God's help I will persevere in resisting evil,
and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.

Presider How will you show Christ in your life?
People

With God's help I will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God found
in Jesus Christ.

Presider How will you seek and serve Christ in your life?
People

With God's help I will seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving my neighbor as myself.

Presider How will you work for the reign of Christ?
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People

With God's help I will strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being.

Presider May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded
in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen.
The Prayers of the People for the First Sunday after the Epiphany, Year B
Leader: Through Christ we are anointed with the Holy Spirit in baptism. May the same Spirit
inspire us as we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, God of Glory.”
For an overflowing gift of generosity, that we may reflect God’s abundant care for all of
creation, lifting others out of systemic poverty, increasing the mission work of our churches,
and reaping the joy of a philanthropic life; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
For the courage to walk through the tranquil and turbulent waters of life, knowing that in our
baptism we died with Christ in darkness and joined him in the risen light; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
For Donald, our President, and all who exercise authority in the nations of the world, that they
will faithfully establish justice on earth, and carry the torch of freedom and peace into all their
deliberations; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
For the Church, that it may bear witness to Jesus ’forgiveness and love, offering to those outside
its walls the light that illumines all darkness and releases humanity from the grip of sin; let us
pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
That we may know our identity through the voice of God, who claims us as his beloved sons
and daughters, and invites us to share in his earthly mission; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
In thanksgiving for the Body and Blood of Christ, a foretaste of that heavenly banquet upon
which the faithful departed continually feast; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.
In companionship with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints whose constant intercession
strengthens our faith, let us continue our prayers.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the people and ministry of St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Eolia, and Calvary Church, Louisiana, and Pat, their Rector; we pray for Deon, our
bishop.
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We pray for those on our prayer list: Karen, Judy, Joey, Sally, Jack, Don, Dan, Ron, Betty,
Rick, Don, Ann, Russ, Carole, John, Paul, Diane, Charlene, Ashley, Charley, Tyler, Kenzie,
Christopher, Brandy, Nikolos, Isabel, and Beth.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Adapted from Intercessions Year B: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2011 by
Geralyn Wolf.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

BCP, pg. 360

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution.
The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
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The Offertory
The Officiant says an offertory sentence.
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Offertory Hymn

God of Grace and God of glory

Hymn # 594
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick
Music: John Hughes

Celebrant
People

All things come of thee, O Lord
And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B

BCP, pg. 367

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we
might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Then the following is said
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Music for Contemplation

Thomas Lee

A Prayer of Thanksgiving (said by all)
Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance the
many times we have been fed at your table and we lament our distance now. Be present Lord
Jesus as you were present with your disciples, be known to us in the breaking of the bread,
and may your Holy Spirit sustain us and all your Church until we can gather together again.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.
The Blessing

The Dismissal
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Fugue in E Minor

John Stanley

Biblical Texts are from The New Revised Standard Version
Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer and from the Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson.
Hymn selections are from The Hymnal 1982 and other approved sources.
Hymns/songs are recorded and printed in the bulletin under One License #A-720467
or composed by Thomas Lee or are in public domain.
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