The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 25, 2020

The Mission of Church of the Transfiguration
is to be a Christian community;
accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,
witness and service; as disciples of Jesus Christ
in the world.

The Holy Eucharist, Enriching Our Worship
Rector’s welcome and announcements
Prelude

Cantique de Jean Racine

Gabriel Fauré

The Word of God
The people standing, the Officiant says

People

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
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The Officiant then says the Collect for Purity
BCP, pg. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People
Amen.
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.
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Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The people may be seated.
A Reading from Leviticus

19:1-2, 15-18

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I
the LORD your God am holy.
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you
will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
Reader
People
Psalm 1

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Beatus vir qui non abiit

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
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5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians

2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,
we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition.
For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we
speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as
God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor
did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have
made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly
caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become
very dear to us.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand.
Gospel Hymn

What Does the Lord Require

Hymnal, # 605
text: Alfred F. Bayly
music: Eric Routley

Celebrant
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

22:34-46

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together,
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He
said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
After the Gospel the Celebrant says
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

Rev. Lu-Anne Conner
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People for the Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Year A

Leader: As a people entrusted by God with the proclamation of good news, let us offer our
prayers and thanksgivings, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
That we may love our neighbor as ourselves, sacrificing personal comforts to provide shelter for
the poor, sound education for all children, psychiatric care for those suffering from mental
illness, living wages to employees, and respite for those who attend to those living with illness;
let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That our personal trials may be seen as pathways to faithfulness, roads upon which we walk in
order to gain a deeper understanding of God’s enduring love; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That peace may reign throughout the world, loosening the chains of incessant poverty, political
imprisonment, religious persecution, and the abuse of power that raises a few to prosperity at
the expense of the masses; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may do the work and ministry that reflect God’s reign, knowing that we may not see
beyond our offerings or the fruit of our labors; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For a renewed commitment to righteousness and peace, that we may join with the leaders of the
nations in seeking ways to promote harmony in warring lands, and mutual respect across
cultures, races, and languages; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may put aside any vengeance of heart, so that we may offer to one another true
forgiveness and amendment of ways; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who suffer from COVID-19, for their families and friends, and those who care for them.
May suffering be relieved and health restored; and may we have the courage to curtail our usual
daily activities so that lives might continue to be saved; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That the faithful departed may rest in peace, especially Derek Beattie, father of Dianne
Schuster, who died week before last week; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
In companionship with those who have died, and with all the saints, let us continue our prayers.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the people and ministry of St. Vincent’s‐in‐the‐
Vineyard, Ste. Genevieve, and Warren, their Priest‐in‐charge; we pray for Deon, our bishop; in
our companion Diocese of Lui in South Sudan we pray for the Companion Diocese Committee
and Deborah, their chairperson.
We pray for those on our prayer list: Karen, Judy, Joey, Sally, Jack, Don, Carl, Annette, Ed,
Verla, Richard, Charley, Matthew, Audra, Dan, Nicole, Toni, Jim, Kathy, John, Terry, the
Brinker family, Laura, Meghan, Mike, Mack, Andrew, MaryBeth, Robyn, Bob, Dan, Ron,
Betty, Rick, and Anne. We give thanks for birthdays: Claire Reynolds and Janet Morris; and
anniversaries: Bill & Ramona Moyer.
Altar flowers for today were given by Jeanette Hollmann in loving memory of her father, Mel
Price.
Adapted from Intercessions Year A: Keyed to the Themes of the Revised Common Lectionary © 2011 by Geralyn Wolf.

The Officiant says a concluding collect.
Confession of Sin and Absolution
The Officiant says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and people
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
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in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will.
Amen
The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen
The Peace
Officiant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
The Officiant says an offertory sentence.

Vestry Stewardship Witness
Offertory Hymn

Celebrant
People

Nicole and Wynne Jones
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Hymnal, # 680
text by: Isaac Watts
music by: William Croft

All things come of thee, O Lord
And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 2
The people remain standing. The Celebrant says
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Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,

Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with all your saints,

from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Then the following is said
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Music for Contemplation

Thomas Lee

A Prayer of Thanksgiving (said by all)
Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance the
many times we have been fed at your table and we lament our distance now. Be present Lord
Jesus as you were present with your disciples, be known to us in the breaking of the bread,
and may your Holy Spirit sustain us and all your Church until we can gather together again.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.
The Blessing
The Dismissal
Celebrant
People
Postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts

Camille Saint-Saëns

Biblical Texts are from The New Revised Standard Version
Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer, and Enriching Our Worship 1.
Hymn selections are from The Hymnal 1982 and other approved sources.
Hymns/songs are recorded and printed in the bulletin under One License #A-720467
or composed by Thomas Lee or are in public domain.

