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Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear 

our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the 

careless, and restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our 

common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy 

Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The mission of the Church of the Transfiguration is to  be a Christian  

community; Accepting and inviting all persons to share in worship,  

witness and service as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world. 
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Report from the Nominating Committee 

 

The 2017 Nominating Committee was tasked with seeking qualified candidates to fill open vestry, delegate, 

and alternate delegate positions. The members of the 2017 Nominating Committee were Tom Modde, Kerri 

Robertson, Jeff Veenstra, Anne Wright, the Rev. Lu-Anne Conner (ex-officio). The Vestry approved this final 

slate of candidates at its December meeting: 

 

Nominees for Vestry  (vote for four*) 

Nicole Jones 

Jennie Kelly 

Rick MacIvor 

Mari Moody 

Sarah Ruth 

 

Nominees for Convention Delegate  (vote for one) 

Marty Mares 

Michael McKenna 

Anne Wright 

 

Nominee for Alternate Convention Delegate  (vote for one) 

Jeanette Hollmann 

 

A Note from the Rector: 

 

*When the January Newsletter was printed, there were three open slots for three-year vestry terms.  Since then 

a vestry member has resigned, which added one two-year slot to be filled.  The parish by-laws state that ñif a 

vacancy on the vestry occurs within thirty days prior to the annual  meeting or next regularly scheduled 

election, the vacancy shall be filled at the meeting or election.ò  The wardens and rector met to determine how 

best to add this newly-opened two-year slot to the vestry elections, and we agreed to proceed as follows: 

 

The ballot will have all five names of vestry candidates listed in alphabetical order.  People will be asked to 

vote for four of these candidates.  When the results are tallied, the three candidates receiving the most votes 

will each be elected to a three-year vestry term.  The candidate who receives the fourth-highest vote total will 

be elected to the two-year unexpired vestry term. 

 

All candidates and current vestry members have been notified of this change. 
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Rectorôs Annual Report 

January 28, 2018 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

My annual report a year ago was based on five monthôs experience as your new rector.  I have now 

completed just about a year-and-a-half as rector of Transfiguration, and these additional months have 

allowed me to see things from a wider angle.  2017 was a year of continuing transition and new 

opportunities, some of which Iôve highlighted in my report. No one person can capture the entirety of life 

at Transfiguration Church, so I encourage you to read and reflect on the many reports that comprise the 

Annual Report of this parish. 

 

Transition 

Perhaps the most widely-felt transition this past year involved our music program.  After careful 

consultation with the vestry, the senior warden, and the music director himself, I made the decision in 

June not to renew the music directorôs contract, which was to expire at the end of December.  Barry 

Luedloff had faithfully served as organist and choir director at Transfiguration Church for ten years, and I 

very much enjoyed working with him.  He and I both agreed that it was time to explore new possibilities 

for the music program, and that finding a new director would be the best way to accomplish this.   

 

We ended up bidding farewell to Barry earlier than expected, as he accepted a call in October to be the 

interim music director at Parkway United Church of Christ in St. Louis.  October 15 was Barryôs last 

Sunday at Transfiguration, and he played at both morning services that day. He was presented with a 

plaque of appreciation, a purse, a prayer shawl, a special song from the choir, and festive coffee hours 

after each service.  It was a true celebration of Barryôs time with us. 

 

Transition is never easy, and for some in the parish the announcement of Barryôs departure was 

understandably upsetting.  During his remaining time with us, Barry and I worked together to personally 

address these concerns.  It was important to us to offer time and a safe space in which individuals could 

openly and honestly express their concerns, and we are grateful for the conversations that took place. 

 

Next Steps 

In November the vestry approved a proposal for a search process for a new music director, including the 

establishment of a search committee.  I then notified the parish of the opportunity to serve on this 

committee, and received inquiries from several parishioners.  At its December meeting the vestry 

appointed the members of the Music Director Search Committee: Carrie Mares (chair), Carolyn Daniels, 

Drew Lawless, Karen Modde, Nancy Rediger, and Lu-Anne Conner (ex-officio).  The committee has 

begun its work in earnest, and in the coming weeks it will seek input from the parish in a variety of ways 

to be sure all voices are heard.  Your input will inform the committeeôs work of developing a job 

description, advertising the position, evaluating candidates, and recommending candidates to the rector, 

who will make the final selection.  I am hopeful that the committeeôs work will be substantially 

completed by late spring or early summer. 

 

Throughout the remainder of the fall, various musicians filled in as accompanists for the 10:15 am 

service.  At the same time, I began searching for a supply organist who could serve for several months 

while the search process was underway.  We are very fortunate to have found Karen Bretz, who began her 

duties as a long-term supply organist just before Christmas.  Karen will be with us through the end of 

May.  She took it upon herself to gather together a Christmas Eve choir, which was a great addition to our 

Christmas Eve liturgy.  She also presented a mini-concert of Advent organ music.  I am grateful for 

Karenôs talent, initiative, and pastoral sensitivity, as well as her familiarity with Episcopal liturgy.   
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Vestry and Delegates 

Every year we experience transition on the vestry, with members finishing their terms and others newly-

elected. There are three members of the vestry who are rotating off in 2018 after serving a three-year term: 

Ron Howden, Kerri Robertson, and Peggy Sloan.  In addition, Tom Modde has decided to resign his vestry 

position after one year of service.  Ron, Kerri, Peggy and Tom deserve our thanks for their hard work, 

especially during a time of clergy transition in the parish.  They have served with distinction, and it has been a 

pleasure working with each of them. It should be noted that Kerri Robertson did double-duty as the vestry 

liaison to the rector search committee during her term.  

 

You might not know that our three diocesan convention delegates and our alternate delegate have seat and 

voice at vestry meetings.  This ensures that our delegates to the annual diocesan convention are up-to-date 

with whatôs happening in the parish, and this in turn informs their voting decisions at convention. 

Additionally, they also attend quarterly meetings of the Kemper Convocation, which is one of several 

convocations of parishes within the diocese.  Jennie Kelly has completed three years as a convention delegate, 

and Cathy Murphy-Maijer has completed her third and final year as an alternate convention delegate.  

Transfiguration Church has been well-represented by Jennie and Cathy, and I am grateful for their efforts. 

 

Special Thanks to our Retiring Senior Warden 

It is impossible to adequately thank Ron Howden for his service as senior warden for the past two years.  

Ronôs tenure spanned the last several months of the interim period, as well as the arrival and settling in of a 

new rector.  He has been a catalyst for many initiatives in the parish, among them the completion of the 

stained glass windows and the planning for our anticipated outdoor electronic sign, to name but a few. Ronôs 

wise counsel and insights have been invaluable to me.  It has been a pleasure and a privilege to have worked 

so closely with him.  Ron was definitely the right person at the right time  to have assumed the duties of senior 

warden, and his leadership has benefited not only me but the entire parish.   

 

A Word About Wardens 

According to our Parish By-Laws, ñThe Rector shall appoint annually from the Vestry a Senior Warden, and 

the Vestry shall elect from its members a Junior Warden, both of whom shall be canonically qualified for 

office.  The terms of the Senior Warden and Junior Warden shall be one year each.  No person who has served 

three consecutive one-year terms as Senior Warden or Junior Warden shall be eligible for further service in 

such capacity until the expiration of one year.ò  Ron Howdenôs retiring from the vestry leaves open the Senior 

Warden position; and Jim Furgason, having completed one year as Junior Warden, will continue to serve on 

vestry but has decided to step away from the Junior Warden position.  I discussed these open positions with 

the vestry at its January meeting, and it was agreed by all that appointment and election of the wardens would 

be best postponed until the new vestry is seated. 

 

Creating and Re-Creating Communities  

Every time we gather for worship we re-create the community that is Transfiguration Church.  It is a 

community that is always in motion: we welcome newcomers, we say goodbye to people who have died or 

moved away, and we are always delighted to have guests and visitors among us. Within this parish there are a 

variety of smaller communities that also form and re-form throughout the year: Third Tuesday Luncheons, the 

Book Group, the Wednesday Bible Study, the Vestry, Adult Forum, Childrenôs Chapel, and Chair Holy Yoga, 

among others.  These mini-communities are essential to the well-being of the parish; through them we have 

opportunities to learn about and practice our faith, and to serve and care for others.  And yet as much as God 

calls us to various communities and ministries within the church, there is also a call to the gathered 

community that often takes the form of a question: 
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What should we be doing, for Godôs sake?   

 

The mission of the Church of the Transfiguration  

 is to be a Christian community:  

  Accepting and inviting all persons  

   to share in worship, witness and service  

    as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world. 

 

 

Our mission statement is clear that we intend to be a community of Christians, a community that meets 

regularly for worship, whose members witness to the love of Christ in their daily lives, serving others for the 

sake of the One who came not to be served but to serve.  We accept and invite others to join us in these 

practices, and many have found a spiritual home here. 

 

But, what does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ in the world?  A disciple is one who learns and one who 

follows.  Each of us has the responsibility to learn for ourselves who Jesus really is, and some of that learning 

takes place in church, through worship, education, and being an active part of the community of faith.  But 

church is not the only place where we encounter Jesus.  In our post-communion prayer we ask God to ñsend 

us now into the world in peaceé.to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heartò (BCP p. 365).  

We are sent out to all of the other communities of which we are a part - our families, our friends, our 

workplaces, etc., in full confidence that Jesus will meet us there.  

 

But Jesus is not just Lord of all that is familiar to us.  Jesus is Lord of all things and all people, and he is to be 

found especially in those people and places that are unfamiliar to us.  When we dare to follow Jesus into the 

unknown, so often we will find that God is already present and working there.  As disciples of Jesus Christ in 

the world, then, our task is to seek out the places where God is at work, and offer ourselves as servants in that 

work.  We may find ourselves becoming part of new communities, ones that are not necessarily connected to 

the institutional church. New communities and new opportunities for meaningful service abound, and at 

Transfiguration we have the potential to grow one of our signature ministries, Laundry Love, into the rest of 

St. Charles County.   

 

Laundry Love 
Briefly, Laundry Love is a ministry involving quarters, laundry detergent, and love.  Volunteers from 

Transfiguration serve once a month at one of two locations - the Starcrest Laundry in St. Charles (serving with 

volunteers from Trinity St. Charles) and more recently at Crossroads Laundromat in Wentzville.  The goal is 

to offer assistance with laundry costs to those who are struggling financially.  That simple goal has led to 

connections with people we might not otherwise have met, and the opportunity to listen  to - and learn - from 

one another.  Sometimes volunteers bring sandwiches or cookies or activities for kids.  Gas cards were given 

out in December.  There are now ñregularsò who show up at these locations once a month because of the 

dignity and respect with which they are treated.  A community is created and re-created every time we bring 

Laundry Love to those in need.  What would it take to grow from two laundromats to four, so that every week 

volunteers from Transfiguration were offering Laundry Love in different parts of St. Charles County? 

 

I have asked Tammy Schuster, who coordinates Transfigurationôs Laundry Love, to speak to us this morning 

about her personal experience with this ministry, and to challenge us to reach out to new places and people for 

whom a free load of laundry and some kind words will make all the difference.  Itôs just another way to be a 

disciple of Jesus Christ in Godôs world. 
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Thank-youôs continuedé 

 

This parish could not function without the hard work and dedication of so many people.  Some work behind 

the scenes, others are more public, but almost everyone gives of their time and talent so that the work of the 

church is strengthened.  I offer my thanks to our parish secretary, Nancy Day, who works hard to produce the 

Sunday bulletins as well as tending to many different aspects of the parish office.  Alice Foster has continued 

her superb oversight of Trivia Night, as well as coordinating the curriculum and leaders of Childrenôs Chapel.  

Our treasurer, Judy Ducar, has given countless hours to a very particular ministry in the church - that of 

overseeing and managing our finances and our budget; I am glad to report that she has agreed to serve a fifth 

and final year in this position.  Carrie Mares does a consistently wonderful job as vestry clerk, and I am happy 

to report that she will continue her duties this year.  Itôs an ongoing delight to work with Louise Howden, who 

oversees the work of the Altar Guild.  Tammy Schuster gave heart and soul to the stewardship campaign this 

year, and people responded with great generosity.  Chad Elledge has brought new energy and expertise as 

chair of the Community Presence Task Force.  Pam Fadler helps to create a new community at every Third 

Tuesday Luncheon, as she does for Camp Phoenix every summer.  Deb MacIvor and Dawn Henry have 

introduced many of us to a new spiritual and physical discipline called Chair Holy Yoga. Jeff Veenstra 

continues his work as our ñIT go-to guy,ò and Paul Jokerst faithfully updates the parish website, while 

working to create  a new version. Sherri Richardson magically produces comprehensive 3-month schedules for 

all worship and associated Sunday ministries (how does she do that??). Jennie Kelly and the Social Committee 

have done excellent work in planning and preparing for fellowship functions.  And thank you, Jack Robertson, 

for making all of us proud by becoming an Eagle Scout! 

 

May God continue to bless the people of Transfiguration Church, so that we might be a blessing to others. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

The Rev. Lu-Anne Conner, Rector 
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From the Parish Register for 2017 

 

Baptism       Confirmation 

Brent Alexander Reese     Jennifer Lynn Mendenhall   

  

Reception       Marriage 

Mary Elizabeth Reed      Sharyn Jolly & Gordon Prinster 

 

Transfers In         

Megan Marie Jolly from St. Peterôs, Ladue, MO   

Ed Jones from St. Paulôs, Katy, TX 

Nicole Jones from St. Paulôs, Katy, TX 

Wynne Jones from St. Paulôs, Katy, TX 

Susan Meyer from St. Francis, Eureka, MO 

 

Transfers Out 

Frances Caradonna to Holy Communion, University City, MO 

Barbara Brown to St. Francis, Rio Rancho, NM 

Jessie Clawson to St. Judeôs, Fenton, MI 

Becky Trier to St. Judeôs, Fenton, MI 

Mary Drew to Bethel Lutheran Church, St. Louis, MO 

 

Burials 

Charles Hamilton Morris 

Jessie Margaret Pauls 

Cory Michael Jokerst 
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